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Childhood is characterized by the gradual growfh of
reaction behaviour, starting with general reactions and
ending with a special characteristic behaviour related to
situations, circumstances and people. Probably from all the
reactions a child feels, fear is the most common, occuring
due to various stimuli, in which the child has a feeling of

insecurity.

The research done on the subject of fear by psychologists
such as Watson, Valentine, Holmes, Johnes, and others, showed
that there are two kinds of stimuli that create the reaction
of fear in new borns. These stimuli are: loud noises and lack
of support.‘The other types of fears are learnt from the
child's environment, and they develop due to his interaction
with the environment surrounding him, whether this inter-
action is with people he deals with or stimuli affecting
him. Children learn through their perscnal experiences or
through imitating others. A child may learn fear from some-
thing he does not understand under the influence of the adults

who surround him.

Fear has a definte effect on c¢hildren's behaviour and
their personal and social relationships. In some cases fear
is so strgng that it affects their ability to think, or is
an obstacle to scholastic achievement if it is connected
with schoocl matters. It might be the kind that Lecomes an
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obstacle to acceptable or correct behaviour in general.

Research has proved that children's fears differ due to
several variables such as age, sex, and the educational and
geographic environment. Some of these studies were conducted
by Karle Pratt, Maurer 1963, Nalven 1970, and Muna Younis

1979.

The object of this study is to survey the fears of
children in the primary education stage in Jordan, and to

find out their most common fears. Ancther objective was to

specify the effect of several variables on the kinds of fears

these children have. This study specifically scught to

answer the following gquestions:

1. What are the common fears of children in the primary

education stage in Jordan.

2. Do fears in children in the primary education stage

in Jordan differ due to the following variables.

a. Sex
b. Age
¢. Educational level of the father
d. Educaticnal level of the mother

g. Number of children in the family.

/127
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The population research included the pupils in the primary
education stage in Amman, the capital, for the year 1983-1984,
and those who study in puklic schools, connected to the

Ministry of Education. Their ages very between 6 - 12 years.

The study éample was made up of 864 pupils: 432 boys,
and 432 girls, randomly chosen, from pupils in 16 primary
schools, where by 4 schools were randomly chosen from each
educational office, 2 boys' séhools and 2 girls' schools.
Then 9 pupils were chosen from each class from the first to

the sixth class in each school also randomly.

The tool of the study was a questionaire made up of a
list of fears, developed by the researcher with the objective
of identifying the different types of fears that these children
might suffer from. The questionaire includéd 101 items that
covered all types of fears: fear from wild animals, fear from
tame animals, fear from reptiles and insects, fear from birds
and amphibians, fear from natural phenomena, fear from people,
fear from unknownmétteré, and fear froﬁ a variety of matters
that could not be classified in one type. The answers were
designated in 3 levels: I am very much afraid, T am little

afraid, I am not afraid.

For the verification of the questionaire, the researcher

depended on the honesty of the pupils and drived the constant’
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ratio by way of re-examination. To arrive at the cohstant

the researcher used a general principle the larger the variey

in the categories of the answers, the less there is consistency
and vice versa. To calculate the degreé of displacement, that

is the degree of change in the answers from one level to
another, one displacement to the right or left was given one
point, whereby it would be positive if the displacement was

to the right and negative if ?t were to the left. The researcher
assumed that in the case of a total constant ?hen the average

of these displacements should be zero.

While comparing ;he answers of the reliability sample of
60 pupils, it was found that the answers to 65 ifems have
not changed in all these cases, and that the change were in
the rest of the items numbering 36. The researcher found
that the average displacements in the 36 items were 0.25.-
Based on these conclusions, the guestionaire was considered
reliable to a degree, even though it is difficult to express

this degree of reliability a definite numerical wvalue.

The results of the study showed a general similarity in
the objects of fear in the primary education stage in Jordan.
The results also showed that the following fears were more
common than others: fear from wild animals, such as lions,
tigers, snakes, wolves and eagles; after that comes the

fear from unknown matters, such as fear from God, resurrection

‘29
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day and ghosts; then fear from people such as thélfather,
mother, teacher, school principal and thieves; finally fear
from natural phenomena such as fear from electricity, fire
and volcances. These were also a variety of other fears such
as fear from darkness, walking alone at night, of corposes,

and one of the parents becoming ill.

As to the relationship between sex and fear, the results
have shown a great similarity between the fears of both sexes,
with a difference to the importance given to each fear. The
boys indicated fears towards the father, mother, school
principal and the teacher, whereas the girls gave no indication
of fearing them. The girls specified fearing the knife, wolf
and walking alone at night. The results also showed that the

girls generally suffered from fear more than the boys.

As to the relationship between age and fear, the results
have shown that some fears increase with age, such as fear
from God and resurrection day. Other fears decrease in
importance with age such as fear from the parents and the

school principal.

As to the relationship between fear and the educational
level of the father and mother, the results have shown what
was not expected and that there is a great similarity

between the children in the three categories included in the

3 130
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study: illiterate, intermediate and University level. The
intermediate category included parents whose educational
achievement ranged between primary and secondary education.
T™is shows that there is a similarity between the situations
of child rearing from one social environment to another,
although there are educational and social differences, and
that the academic level of the parents doesnot reflect itself

directly on their method of child rearing.

As to the final scope of this study which is the relation-
ship between children's fears and the number of brothers and
sisters in one family, the results have shown that such a
variable did not distinctly affect the number or type of

children's fears.
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